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150 Years of

Wi Galfes KRagged School

Two Gates Ragged School Sesquicentenary
project marking 150 years of this chapel is
funded by a Sharing Heritage grant from
the Heritage Lottery Fund.
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150 Yeaxrs of
wine Gales Ragged Sehool

You can get involved by:

« Sharing your photos and documents
* Taking part in recording your memories

* Writing down your story and handing it in
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To get involved:

» Contact Barry Willetts (Supt): 01384 561424

 Email to: midlandfilmandart@hotmail.com
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Drogramme

Official

and Souvenir

OF TWO GATES AND DISTRICT CORONATION
CELEBRATIONS — SATURDAY, 6th JUNE, 1953

Chairman of Commitiee:
MR. ]. W. BILLINGHAM.

Treasurer of Committee:
MR, D. JACKSON

~Seeretary-| Commitiee:
CouncirrLor C. WILLETTS

Bankers: Midland Bank Ltd.

Signatories to Bank in addition to the Officers.
MR. W. DunN.
MR. 8. E. TAYLOR.

Headquarters :
Two GATES RAGGED SCHOOL

It is hoped that everyone will display Flags,
Bunting, etc. Also that the children carry small
Flags. '
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John Charles Forrest
Superintendent TGRS
(1884 — 1927)
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NEWSLETTER

No 1

L”elcome to our first newsletter.

We will be issuing it half yearly
in the future to keep all members and friends
abreast of events in the Chapel and Sunday
School.
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In August there was a major gas leak
discovered in the kitchen area of the Sunday
School. With recognition of all the dangers
involved we were advised to refurbish by
switching to electric so making the area safe.

This work was carried out at a total
cost of £1,100. We would hope that part of
this will be offset by your support during the
festive season.
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On Wednesday 5th June the
Chapel hosted a "Bring a gift--Buy a
gift" sale, followed by musical
entertainment by the Crescent Singers
who sang a selection of "Golden
Oldies". Refreshments were served
and the evening was much appreciated
by members and friends.

Our thoughts and prayers are
with Mrs Lilian Billingham, one of our
older members who is now unable to
join us on a regular basis.

Best wishes to Mrs Clara
Cartwright who has been discharged
from hospital and to Tracy Pennels
who, in February underwent an
operation on her arm, may they both
be restored to good health.

We would like to thank all
members and friends who have
attended and assisted in events since
our first newsletter and hope to see
you all again in the coming months.

Facts and Figures to 1st June
12 Baptisms
5 Weddings
4 Funerals.

Forthcoming Events

Sunday Evening Fellowship
Each Sunday at 6.00p.m.

13th June Visit to Halesowen Fire
Station.

23rd June Anniversary Day.
Services at 10.45a.m.
2.30p.m.
6.00p.m

30th June Repetition Service
6.00p.m

24th June  Sponsored Walk.

30th June Repetition Service at
6.00p.m

17th August Visit to Drayton Manor

. I

Talk.

13th October Harvest Festival:-
Choir- Singing for Pleasure
6.00p.m.

Two BGates

Raqaed School

(Crablep)

NEWSLETTER
No 2
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1 Michells Wortan, aged
- Was given rthe Erig
! Hayle awand by Windsor
figh Schuol, where she
Yax 3 pupil wntil July,
awand i5 presensed
VETY year 1o a school-
caver for his or ber cantri-
0tion o the conunmniry,
Michelle, of Alexandry
» W this year for ber
¥ork with the Starime
VAriETy group angd partici-
Aation in productions at
short Cross Methodisr
piture: P church. She bus also just

S
#on ber gold medal in baj).
Pom dancing at Crudley
Heuth Liberal Clyb, and hug
Merly friends in the conm-

utnity
es0We  Sho b now o a GMVE)
- maale:‘;::;}\g to the xerforming arts and ener.
rded a0RL S
W

AUL pESTE

e B owen Colleps.
willingness Michelle said: **Amateur
<aid :3‘; dramatics is my main

x tor the M nelle eive pobby and I would like 1o
L1g
eite WOrlo% L trophy-

e OV be invoived in the theatre
¢ Alesan: be Y yariety i “Wh“-“: 1‘:“1‘;14& 3% yhen L loaye college,
#, Bl - 3 3 @ Tw friily s .. z = ~ = 3
gver # ., aged | was teophT Bl rtim he 0. W0 il T was very surprised to win the awar, and Council, preseneed hcrwuhlhenwud.uhu.sbn:n
mﬁ\“" mie!“‘snmg E:]‘!‘; the group 2% “w would like to thank all my family and friends for given since 1989 ;
drtad recipienl Loopy ot 4K i eir support.”

nhnmuflty:]am Eric Muyle,

afounder mentber of the township council and for.
Jack ¥, chairman of Halesowen Township mer Eevernor of the school,
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Sunday 1st September 6.00 p.m.

Musical Entertainment by

‘Hurst Green TWG Choir’
Sale of Goods

Monday 2nd September
At 7.00 p.m.
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CHOIR VISIT: A
Cradley church will be
celeb¥ating its harvest
festivaFwith entertain-
ment by Hurst Green

- Townswomen'’s Guild
choir.

The event is at Two
Gates Ragged School, |
on Two Gates, Sunday
September tat 6pm
and harvest goods will
be sold on Monday
September 2 at


































I once was
Was blind,

2
*Twas grace|
And grace

Yes, when this
And mortal lif
I shall possess
A life of joy an

Tno Gates Ragaed &chool

A SERVICE OF THANKSGWING

AND REMEMBRANCE
FOR THE LIFE OF

DERICK GILLIAM

25:05. ]930——08.04.2003

»g

Wednesday 16th April
at 9.45 a.m.

Committal at Homer Hill Cemetery

H. M. Clifton - 53

Service conducted by Mrs.

1

I vow to thee, my country, All earthly
things above,

Entire and whole and perfect, the service
of my love;

The love that asks no question, the love
that stands the test.

That lays upon the altar the dearest and
the best;

The love that never falters, the love that
pays the price.

The love that makes undaunted the final

sacrifice.

Z

And there’s another country, I’ve heard
of long ago.

Most dear to them that love her, most
great to them that know;

We may not count her armies, we may not see
her King;

Her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is
suffering;

And soul by soul and silently her shining
bounds increase

And her ways are ways of gentleness and all
her paths are peace.




The Good Friday Service was held on
10th of April, where the centre piece was a
lay out of the crucifixion scene overlooked by
a 10.1t high rugged cross. Tracy and Michelle
contributing with verse and song. Afterwards
everyone enjoyed hot cross bun’s provided by
Rhoda Willetts.

Annivertt.ar_',J practice began on the 14th
of April, so far things are looking good. On
the evening of the 5th of May, with all of the
children in attendance, a small presentation
was made to Michelle as she celebrated her
18th birthday.

Congratulations from us all.

The Children's Annual Prize
[stribution took place on Sunday 2nd of
May . some 30 children received their books
from Mr. Albert Slater who over the years
together with his wife Pearl have given
stalwart assistance to the Chapel.

The increase in our Sunday
evening congregation has been most
encouraging to us all. Why not come
along and join with us for an hour of
convivial fellowship.

Thoo @ﬁtﬁs

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Saturday 20th June

Annual outing to ‘Drayton Manor Park’

Wednesday 24th June

‘A VICTORIAN EVENING'

Musical items by the Greenfield Singers.

[ -F'F_-"-:‘!'-."l' 'l'ﬁ"l""r“"'b.- = )
=

Ragaed School

{Crableg)
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An Evenings
Cnferfainment

Sunday 13th September
Harvest Festival Service 6.00 p.m,
Musical entertainment by Wombourne
Music Makers

Monday 14th September

Harvest Sale  7.00 p.m.

NEWSLETTER

No 7

CHAPEL FACTS AND FIGURES
1o June Ist 1998

Baptisms 4
Weddings 3 June 1998
Funerals 6
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Barry Willetts

Superintendent

Tommy Mundon
A good friend to the chapel
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lottery fund
LOTTERY FUNDED

Percy Bate (50 yrs presentation as
Organist) with CIiff Willetts — May 2002

Mr. Percy Bate. The story goes that in 1910 during morning Sunday
school a young man walked into the chapel and without introduction or
instruction sat at the organ and played for the service. He came in the
afternoon and remained in post for the next 60 years.



Vernon Broughton HARRIS

Air Mechanic Royal Air Force (WW1). Service No 264387
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Mr Adams
Sunday School Teacher
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HARVEST SERVICE

Musical Items by

Pedmore & Wychbury

W. 1. Choir

Sunday 12th October at
6. 00p.m.

Sale of Goods
Monday 13th October at 7. 00 p.m.




Snecial
services

Two Gates Ragged
School, Cradley is cele-
brating its Sunday
School’s 128th anniver-
on Sunday June 4
with a series of special
ser ;

At the 10.45am and
6pm services, the prea-
cher will be Mr John
Hackett of Bourne
Heath. At 2.30pm, there
will be a musical and
recitation service pres-
ided over by Mr Robert
Hickman of idley.

On Sunday June 11
there will be a repeti-
tion service at 6pm
when the preacher will
be Mr Robert Hughes
and the organist Mr
Greg Lee.

2 - JUNE-29, 1995, EDE

Thanks for
support

Organisers of Cradley
Two Gates Ragged Sc
ool anniversary celebr
tions have thanke
everyone who support
ed the event.

The 30 youngsters who
took part in the services
won much praise from
the congregation.

Collections also exce-
eded all expectations.
The total of £1,904.44
beat the previous best
by £875.

EDITORIAL 021 503 0999 DECEMBER 1,1994 —25

Gift day service

A Christmas gift day service is being held at Two
Gates Ragged School, Cradley, on Sunday
December 4 at 6pm.
The service will be conducted by Mrs Hazel
n, JP, and the music will be pr by the
Crescent Singers.

+| Nativity service
Two ( “radley, is holdi
V i 2mber 11 at

e will be conducted by primary

department leader Mrs Linda Worton.

Candiel

Two Gates R
Christmas C

alo
» which will be con
ndles.

Chri

Two G

—_—""_"_‘r
Church services

® Two Gates Ragged School, |
Cradley, will be marking the ¢
50th anniversary at its 6pm ser- ¢
vice on Sunday May 7, when 1
l special prayers will be said. ]
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Cradley artist Gill Bladen is
hopingto draw enough local
attention to help raise funds
for a Halesowen group
devoted to setting up a her-
itage centre in the town.

Gill has produced a series
of line drawings depicting
well-known landmarks such
as Hayley Green Hospital,

Two Gates Ragged School

and Belle Vale Methodist
Church.

And she is selling her cards
in aid of the Halesowen
Heritage group, which is
currently seeking charitable
status and aims to fund a
centre which will help
restore civic pride in the

town.

Gill's cards are on sale at
Dick Willetts greengrocers,
Tiptoes and the Zion
Christian Centre coffee shop
in Halesowen, The Thornhill
Post Office in Hasbury and
the Halesowen News recep-
tion office in Queensway.

They cost £1 each.
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Recently found on Facebook
by Jill Guest
this 1950’s? image of Two Gates FC




Sandra Neale recently discovered this
glass plate family negative. The
church’s youth army carried real rifles.




1909 Two Gates Mens Own
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Mr. Horace Smith, of 36, Drews Holloway South, Cradley, recently uneathed some old

plate negatives which had been exposed by his father, John William Smith, of Colley Lane,
before the First World War,

Among the photographs was this one of Two Gates Men’
fellowship in 1909

Willetts, of Crandley

s Own an undenominational
The men on the photograph have been identified by Ald, Clifford
(with the assistance of his wife and a few friends)
Front row: Tom Davis, Albert Hough, Harry Auden, Edwin Bird (the s¢ cretary, behind
whose house In Colley Lane the photograph was taken), Arthur Smith, Bert Hough Socond
row: Sydney Pardoe, Bert Newey, Henry Bate, Willlam White, Caleb

Bennett, Jack Bevan,
Wichard Blount, Willlam Stokes Third row: Arthuy

Growceolt, Eghert Rudge, Willam Kir
Newoey, Fred Beasley (now in U
al Oldswinford Old Hall, and belleved to be

ton, Hiram Bevan, George Peoarson, Jos old people’s home

the only man on the photograph who Is still
mlive), Frank Penrson Fourth row Albert Aunden, Ernde retiell, Arvthw fevan, Jim Win-
nall, Bert Hopkins, Willlam Hough, Fred Furmer, Frank Hough, Willilam Newev, Back row:
Hibn Boxley, Harry Willetts, Juok White, Josiah Bale, Harry Boxley, Fred

Anden, Edward
Hoper, Jack Grimiths, Alfred Bate




